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close custody, to answer, if any lh.es 
should be taken ; and Britain retali- 
ates. We hope that wise and rod- 
derate counsels may yei prevail, to 
prevent any rash proceedings in this 
case, and to spare afflicted humanity 
the spectacle which, notwithstand- 
ing the atrocities of modem civi- 
lized war, has latterly been with- 
out a precedent. What deep-stain- 
ed guilt will attach to tbe nation, 
or the individuals, who shall be 
the first fo act in this ferocious 
manner of carrying on war ! 

CORRESPONDENCE. 



GlKTUMMI, 

It w»* with do small degree of interest 
that I read in your publication for Novem- 
ber, a copy of a paper purporting to be a 
certificate from an Orange Lodge in the 
neighbourhood of Lrebum, containing 
proof of an extirpatory oath having been 
adopted by tbe society, under whose teal 
the certificate had been issued.. I . had 
heard of such a paper being exhibited is 
the Grand Jury-room in JOownpatnck, ia 
181 1. But hearing nothing more concern- 
ing it, I did suppose that it had been ac- 
knowledged to be a fabrication; for it ap- 
pears to have been tbe duty of tbe gentle- 
man who is said to have produced it at 
that time, to have taken further steps to- 
ward elucidating the business. To you, 
Gentlemen, who are in possession of the 
Original document, the public, and the so- 
ciety in question, are , indebted for your 
candid exposure, which allows the parties 
a bearing, and the public a decision be- 
tween them. 

I have seen a handbill, dated Derryaghy, 
December 16, IS 13, and signed by John 
Tucker, James Rea, and William Martin, 
which comments on your publication of 
that certificate. I can easily pass over and 
forgive expressions of irritation so natural 
to be called forth, by being supposed to be 
implicated in so heinous a boud of associa- 
tion. But you who give them an opportu- 
nity of repelling the calumny, if such it is, 
which has had some circulation, are surely 
not entitled to those asperities which they 
have vented, and which, with a discreet 
public, will not derqgate from the charac- 



ter of the Belfast Magazine. The defence 
signed by Messrs. Tucker, Rea, and Mar- 
tin, commences with a recital of the offen- 
sive words, and then declares that such a 
"/arm of certificate never" existed among; 
them, adding, what indeed was necessary, 
that those words were a base, impudent, 
and aadacious fabrication. 

It has been asserted in various publica- 
tions, that in the course of the year 1809, 
there was a meeting by deputation of se- 
veral English and Irish Lodges, in Dublin. 
That it was then argued by the Irish depu- 
ties, or rather by some of them, that a 
more energetic bond of union than had 
hitherto existed, or than was pleasing to the 
Englishmen, or perhaps necessary in their 
country, must be adopted in Ireland. Now 
if any extension of the old system had tak- 
en puce, even partially, at this time, and 
had been adopted by a society, of which a 
man who had disapproved of such measure, 
but had become a member in .1798, whit 
would bis conduct naturally be? As a 
christian he would decide not to take such 
an oath or engagement, as this is supposed 
to be ; nor, in aU probability, would he de- 
aert the principles under which he had ori- 
ginally engaged. He Would say, I joined 
your society when I thought tbe constitu- 
tion was in danger, and that it was the do- 
ty of every loyal man to rally round it in 
its defence. Give me therefore a certifi- 
cate af those engagements which I hare 
taken in your seciety, and I will withdraw 
from it, and seek for brotherhood among 
ethers whose views are not so hostile to 
society. And I now add, that it was equal- 
ly to be expected that the society which 
had adopted such an engagement, while 
they could not refuse the justice of his de- 
mand, would add a caution, not as it is re- 
presented in the defence, to his brethren net 
to recognise him, but not to recegnise him under 
the new S73TZM, which last are the words 
said to have been in the certificate. And 
this view of the matter seems te be borne 
out by the line which I see in the margin ; 
Entered June 24, 1798, Drew off June 29, 
1(09. I trust there are thousands of 
Orangemen of 1798, who would have as- 
sociated with him, and have befriended 
him as a brother, under those circumstan- 
ces. This, in my opinion, does away the 
absurdity of such a certificate being found 
in Walker's possession, on which the de- 
fence dwells se strongly. Yon mention 
that some attempts were made by chemical 
means to restore the parts which are oblit- 
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•rated. Whether this was done by you, 
or by any other person, the attempt* 
could- only prove an anxiety to come at the 
truth, for whatever idea Messrs. Tucker, 
R*a, and Martin, may have of the effects 
of a chemical pneas, I assure them it never 
could extract from any matter, that which 
had not previously been a component part 
of it, and your avowal of the fact, so far 
from being a reluctant confession, appears 
to me a candid and eleemosynary declara- 
tion. 

You mention this document having been 
laid before Sir Edward Littlehales. This 
phrase conveys the idea of an official com- 
munication, which was not the case. It 
was, I understand, communicated to him* 
at an individual, and his advice seems to 
have been that of a man of honour and hu- 
manity. 

If this document, such as it is, should 
find its way to the Commons-House, and be 
argued in support of the petition to sup- 
press the public processions of Orangemee, 
and that they should think it necessary to 
inquire into it, I hope they will take such 
measures as will drag it to light, even were 
it, as the author of the,defence says it is 
net—" altogether hid in a well." 

A TRDt rklIND TO T«C PRINCIPLES 

or th* Gloiious Revolution 
ot 1688, 
Janwtry 8, 1814. 

Since our last publication, a copy of an 
oath from James Rea, has appeared in the 
Belfast News-Letter, dated 18th instant, 
stating that " in the certificate which was 
granted by the Poleglass Orange Lodge 
to Thomas Walker, and which n> written 
by deponent at their direction, n» each 
words as those quoted were used ; and that 
no such oath as that termed the extirpa- 
ttey oath, or the new oath of 1809, which 
it is asserted Thomas Walker was called 
upon to take, was ever proposed to him,' 
or ever existed in the said lodge, to the 
best of deponent's knowledge or be- 
lief; nor does he think it possible, from 
the situation which he held as secretary to 
the said lodge, that any such oath could 
$s*»t! existed in it, without his knowledge, 
fie aha swears that he never heard of aw 
•ath of extirpation being proposed in any 



Orange Ledge ; and that such an oath is 
contrary to tiie fundamental principles ef 
the Orange association." 

It had been resolved to take no far- 
ther notice of the Orange certificate in this 
number, than merely to communicate the 
foregoing letter from a correspondent, and 
the substance of the affidavit as stated a- 
bove. But as a virulent attack on the Ma- 
gazine, signed Detector, has appeared in 
the Belfast News-Letter of the 28th inst., 
the following brief notice is taken of this 
fresh attack, which breathes the usual vio- 
lence of a faction that attempts to make up 
for intolerance and abuse, under the mask 
of a spurious and self-called Loyalty, as 
their exclusive boast. Little can be ad- 
ded to the former explicit exposition of 
our motives, as given in our two pre- 
ceding numbers, and on it we rest our de- 
fence. The aim was to promote discus- 
sion, and to ascertain on which side truth 
lay. We commenced by expressing our 
doubts of the' correctness of the copy of 
the certificate,' and it now appears highly 
probable, that an attempt was made to 
impose on the gentlemen to whom the 
paper was 6ent some years ago. The 
discussion in the Magazine has tended to 
clear tip the business, and make the impo- 
sition appear more fully. Good (Sects al- 
ways result from investigation. In 
making an acknowledgment, that from the 
evidence adduced, there are strong grounds 
to believe the word " extirpatory" was an 
unprincipled interpolation, there is never- 
theless no retractation nor confession of et~ 
rdr on our parts, as we never asserted 
the fact was contrary to what has since 
turned out, but we were only desirous to 
obtain information, which has been com- 
municated, although m so uncivil and in- 
temperate a .manner. Detector may be 
assured that the writer ef the remarks on 
the subject of the certificate, in the Maga- 
zine, is by no means afraid " to strike" (us- 
ing the word metaphorically) in a good 
cause, or unwilling « to wound" the hydra 
of intolerance. He has been unaffectedly 
" the impartial spectator of the coptest." 
Truth oal'y has been his object, and he 
would scorn to gain any advantage over 
an opponent by the use of weapon* not 
drawn lr*m the quiver of truth. 



